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Do No Harm

The health care sector is 
responsible for 10% of 
greenhouse gas emissions in 
the United States.

If the U.S. health care sector 
was a country, it would rank 
13th in the world for GHG 
emissions, ahead of the entire 
United Kingdom.
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What are the benefits of creating climate-smart health care? 

• Savings from energy efficiency and 
waste reduction allow hospitals to 
divert resources to patient care.

• Investments in renewable energy 
and alternative transportation 
support local jobs and improve air 
quality.

• Hospitals can remain operational in 
the face of extreme weather events.



1996

32,000

Health Care Without Harm works to transform 
health care worldwide so that it reduces its 
environmental footprint, becomes a 
community anchor for sustainability and 
becomes a leader in the global movement for 
environmental health and justice.

Our reach includes 32,000 hospitals and 
health centers in 52 countries worldwide.

Health Care Without Harm



Three Pillar Strategy

Climate and Health Program

Reduce the carbon 
footprint of hospital 
operations.

Mitigation
Prepare hospitals for 
climate impacts and 
anchor communities 
and regions for greater 
community resilience

Resilience
Leverage the moral, 
political, and economic 
influence of the health 
care sector to change 
policy and markets. 

Leadership



Our impact | Practice Greenhealth is the leading membership organization for Sustainable Health 
Care. Our members save more than $1 million annually from initiatives drawn from our 
sustainability agenda.

Members report $106,648 in waste reduction 
savings and a 30% recycling rate by leading 
hospitals.

More than 65% of facilities in our network choose to 
purchase meat products raised without routine 
antibiotics.

Members report $178,731 in energy savings and an 
average reduction of 840 tons in greenhouse gas 
emissions.

Nearly 80% of facilities in our network purchase 
third-party certified green cleaning chemicals and 
30% avoid purchasing furniture or furnishings 
containing chemicals of concern.

Members report $48,252 in water efficiency savings.

Nearly 100% of our members have a strategic 
sustainability plan and 76% have added 
sustainability measures into performance objectives 
for leadership.

For more information visit www.practicegreenhealth.org or email our membership team at 
srich@practicegreenhealth.org. 

http://www.practicegreenhealth.org/
mailto:srich@practicegreenhealth.org


Nurses and 
physicians are 
powerful advocates 
for climate 
solutions inside and 
outside their 
clinical practice.

Clinicians as Trusted Messengers



Anesthetic Gases

8 hours of desflurane = 116 days of

“I got depressed for a while, 
and so I hit the pause 
button on myself and said, 
‘Well, what’s the very best 
that I can do?’”

- Dr. Brian Chesebro



Join or start a Green Team!
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Ask your hospital to join the Health Care Climate Challenge

178 institutions across the globe representing the interests of 17,000 hospitals 
and health facilities have already committed to this challenge



Hospitals as Anchors for Resilient Communities



Help educate your patients



Join Health Care Without Harm’s Physician 
Network 

▪ A  network of physicians 
interested in promoting climate-
smart health care through 
mitigation, resilience and 
leadership.

▪ Supports physician action to 
reduce the environmental 
impact of health care delivery.

noharm.org/physiciannetwork

https://noharm.org/physiciannetwork
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Become a Nurse Climate Champion!
NursesClimateChallenge.org
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Ask your hospital leadership to join Practice Greenhealth
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Set a greenhouse gas goal for 
the hospital / health system

Carpool, bike, walk, or 
take public transport

Choose local, 
sustainable foods & 
reduce food waste 

Reduce OR 
energy use  & 

waste

Include climate risks 
in emergency 

preparedness plans

Invest in 
renewable 

energy

Reduce, reuse, 
recycle

Educate your 
community

Climate-Smart Hospital



Questions?

nknock@hcwh.org

noharm.org/climateandhealth
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